
 

  

 

I had asked the Township's Director of Emergency Medical Services, Jim 

McCans, to answer some of our concerns regarding the spread of the 

coronavirus in the Township, given that we have a growing number of 

citizens with a positive COVID19 test.  Following is Jim's reply. 

 

The Township is following all of the federal, state, and county guidelines. 

Chief Viola, who serves as the Township’s Emergency Management 

Coordinator, is in daily contact with Delaware County’s Emergency 

Operations Center (EOC) and I am in daily contact with Delaware County’s 

Emergency Health Services Council. 

 

Within the Township’s administration, Mr. Burman has implemented multiple 

practices to guarantee the continuation of essential Township services. Our 

website contains links to multiple sources regarding measures that 

individuals should take to protect themselves, their family, and others. Each 

morning we receive updates from the EOC showing the numbers in each 

town within the county. 

  

Township Parks and playgrounds have been closed; any large gathering 

that is reported or witnessed by police is dispersed.  

 

http://havtwp.org/COVID_19
https://writeinandylewis.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c7df2be21ae35b30f0476a81b&id=73ef6053da&e=718974c7da


Food resources have been listed to support those in need. 

 

Our Health department is monitoring food services to insure continued 

compliance with health codes. 

 

Police and EMS responders have temperature checks at the beginning, 

middle and end of shifts. Public Works employees and Administrative 

personnel are tested at the beginning of each shift. 

  

The Township does not have a list of positive cases.  The Chester County 

Department of Health, which is serving as Delaware County’s Department of 

Health, links the location, age, and sex of patient to the police, fire, and EMS 

dispatch programs. This gives the responding units notification of a positive 

and a higher level of personal protective equipment is used.  

 

Please bear in mind that the greatest concentration of COVID-19 positive 

patients are found in long term care facilities. Haverford Township has six of 

these facilities. Those who are over sixty years old and have co-morbid 

factors such as obesity, diabetes, cardio-vascular disease, and pulmonary 

disease are at the greatest risk. 

 

We also know that close proximity, is the ideal condition for this virus to 

spread. For the general populace, the most difficult aspect of the spread is 

that many carriers have no significant or obvious symptoms of disease, they 

are asymptomatic. 

  

On an EMS level, we are protecting our providers with the proper PPE, 

advanced disinfecting agents from 3M are being used to clean the 

ambulances and equipment between calls and a complete “fogging” is 

https://writeinandylewis.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c7df2be21ae35b30f0476a81b&id=1ba2f0bd08&e=718974c7da


 

performed after any COVID-19 suspected transports. In addition; showers, 

as well as washer and dryer units are in place at both stations to keep 

responders as safe as possible.  

 

What I have documented in the email are only a few of the steps that the 

Township has taken to protect our community.   

  

Please check this website for the most up to date information regarding local 

COVID-19 related issues.   

  

  

Regards, 

  

 

James P. McCans, MS, NREMT-P, FP-C 

Director  

Township of Haverford 

Paramedic Department 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

http://havtwp.org/COVID_19

